
Does Science needs Ethics?

Fr. Joseph Tham, LC
MD, PhD

School of Bioethics, Regina 
Apostolorum, Rome, Italy



2

Does Science needs Ethics?



Scientism

• Scientific or Logical Positivism
– Theology
– Philosophy (Metaphysics)
– Science
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Scientism

• Science can 
only be good, 
positive.

• Science can 
save 
humanity
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Scientism

• We should not put any limits 
to science!
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Scientism

• Knowledge = scientific truth
• What cannot be proven scientifically = 

does not exist!
– God
– Souls
– Human nature
– Love, friendship, courage, etc.
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Scientism
• Ethics = surveys, 

scientists decide
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Scientism

Science can tell us what IS, but 
not what we OUGHT to do!
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Scientism

• What is technically possible is not for that 
very reason morally admissible.  -Donum
Vitae.
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Nihilism

1. Will to Power
– Freedom
– Technological power

2. Superman
3. God is dead

– Secularization
4. Moral Relativism
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Will to Power

• Can we live without technology?
• Can science and technology save us?
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Will to Power

• Technology and Suffering
– Technology reduces suffering?
– Technology increases suffering?
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Will to Power

• Can technology change us?
• Can technology destroy us?
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Superman
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God is dead

• Tree of good and evil
• Secularization 
• Playing God
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Secularization

• Science can give us 
heaven
– Stem cells = live for 

ever
– Euthanasia = no 

heaven, so die 
comfortably
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Secularization of Bioethics
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Science, (Bio)technology, Medicine

Public, Government, Lawmakers

(Secular) Bioethicists, Philosophers, legal
Traditional Hippocratic ethics, Natural Law, Theologians

Scandals, abuses, 
outcry



Secularization of Bioethics

• Looking back over the first 30 
years of the Human Genetic
Engineering debate, we see that
the alliance with the profession of 
bioethics has also forwarded
sceintist’s interests as well… 
There seems not bo have been a 
single moment when a 
mainstream scientist wanted to
consudct an experiment and 
bioethicists said no.  -John Evans, 
Playing God, 195. 18



Moral relativism

• If God does not exists, everything is 
permitted.  -Dostoevsky, Brother Karamasov

• Subjective conscience
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Moral relativism

• Democracy
– Tyranny of the Majority
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Moral Relativism

• Ideology
– Change of Rhetorics
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Does Ethics need
Religion?
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Does Ethics need Religion?

• Faith needs reason
• Reason needs faith
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Does Ethics need Religion?

• Faith and Reason can purify each another 
from excesses.
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The Dialectics of Secularization

• We have seen that there 
exist pathologies in religion 
that are extremely 
dangerous and that make it 
necessary to see the divine 
light of reason as a 
“controlling organ”. Religion 
must continually allow itself 
to be purified and structured 
by reason… 27



The Dialectics of Secularization
• There are also pathologies of reason, 

although mankind in general is not as 
conscious of this fact today. There is a hubris 
of reason that is no less dangerous. This is 
why reason, too, must be warned to keep 
within its proper limits, and it must learn a 
willingness to listen to the great religious 
traditions of mankind. If it cuts itself 
completely adrift and rejects this willingness 
to learn, this relatedness, reason becomes 
destructive. 28



Does Science need Ethics?
Does Ethics need Religion?
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